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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-19 are present for this examination. 

Priority 

Foreign priority for this case is 08/29/2003. 

Information Disclosure Statement 
Acknowledgement is made that an IDS was provided after the First Office Action 
on 12/26/2006 identifying three foreign Japanese patent documents without 
translations. These documents will be given consideration within this instant application. 

Drawings 

The drawings (4-6) remain objected to since applicant's remarks fail to explain 
the deficiencies the examiner indicated within the prior examination. Applicant directed 
the examiner to page 15 of the specification with specific attention to lines 5-17 in an 
attempt to reveal what "n" and "k" are representative of within the drawings (4-6). The 
specification does not disclose what "n" and "k" are representative of other they are 
some number without reference as to what that number is a representative of other then 
when divided by two equal to an even number. It is unclear what numerical value "n" 
and "k" are representative of from either the specification or the figures. Applicant is 
requested to indicate what circuitry, components, elements, or what "n" and "k" are 
representative of. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 3, 11, and 15, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being incomplete for omitting essential steps, such omission amounting to a gap 
between the steps. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted steps are: testing the 
information programmed within the programmable circuit before initiating a correction 
process of transferring information within the programmable circuit to the information 
holding circuit when the information held in the information holding circuit is detected as 
destroyed. Examiner notes that the expected value information is not dependent upon 
the information programmed within the programmable circuit as the claims are written; 
the data within the programmable circuit itself may be in error. 

Claims 10-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

As per claims 10, 14, and 18, each of these claims recites the imitation, "an 
information output circuit which outputs expected value correcting information used to 
correct compression information compressed by the information compression circuit to 
expected value information." It is unclear to the examiner why the compressed 
information it being corrected and where within the specification this limitation is 
supported. Appropriate correction or explanation is required for understanding. 

Claims 11-13, 1 5-1 7, and 1 9 are dependent upon claims 10, 14, and 1 8 
respectively and therefore also inherit the 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph issues of 
the independent claims and may not be further considered on their merits. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nakano 
Takashi (Japanese Publication 09-282237). 

1 . As per claim 1 , Nakano teaches a semiconductor integrated circuit device 
comprising: 

A programmable circuit in which information is program (see abstract); 

An information holding circuit which electronically holds information 
programmed in the programmable circuit (see abstract); 

A compression circuit which compresses information held in the 
information holding circuit (see abstract); 

An information output circuit which outputs expected value information 
(see abstract); and 

A detecting circuit which compares the expected value information with 
compression information of the information compression circuit to check 
destruction of information held in the information holding circuit (see abstract). 

2. As per claim 2, the device further comprising a correction process execution 
circuit which executes a correction process for information held in the information 
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holding circuit when it is detected that the information is destroyed (see abstract - 
rewrites the storage data). 

3. As per claim 10, Nakano teaches a semiconductor integrated circuit device 
comprising: 

A programmable circuit in which information is programmed (see 
abstract); 

An information holding circuit which electronically holds information 
programmed in the programmable circuit (see abstract); 

A compression circuit which compresses information held in the 
information holding circuit (see abstract); 

An information output circuit which outputs expected value correcting 
information used to correct compression information compressed by the 
information compression circuit to expected value information (see abstract); 

An expected value correction circuit which outputs the expected value 
information based on the compression information and expected value correction 
(see abstract); and 

Correction information process execution circuit which executes a 
correction process for information held in the information holding circuit when it is 
detected that the information is destroyed, destruction of information stored in the 
information holding circuit being checked based on a variation in the expected 
value information (see abstract). 
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4. As per claim 14, Nakano teaches a semiconductor integrated circuit device 
comprising: 

A programmable circuit in which information is programmed (see 
abstract); 

An information holding circuit which electronically holds information 
programmed in the programmable circuit (see abstract); 

A compression circuit which compresses information held in the 
information holding circuit (see abstract); and 

A correction process execution circuit which executes a correction process 
for information held in the information holding circuit when it is detected that 
information is destroyed, destruction of information stored in the information 
holding circuit being checked based on a variation in the expected value 
information (see abstract). 

5. As per claim 18, Nakano teaches a semiconductor integrated circuit device 
comprising: 

A programmable circuit in which information is programmed (see 
abstract); 

An information holding circuit which electronically holds information 
programmed in the programmable circuit (see abstract); 

A compression circuit which compresses information held in the 
information holding circuit (see abstract); and 
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An information output circuit which outputs expected value correction 
information used to correct compression information compressed by the 
information compression circuit to expected value information (see abstract); 

Wherein destruction of information stored in the information holding circuit 
is checked based on a variation in the expected value information and the 
information output circuit includes an expected value correcting information 
generating circuit which generates expected value correcting information and the 
expected value correcting information generating circuit compresses information 
programmed in the programmable circuit to generate expected value correcting 
information when the programmed information is held in the information holding 
circuit (see abstract) 

6. As per claims 3, 1 1 , and 1 5, Nakano teaches the device wherein the correction 
process is a process to transfer information programmed in the programmable circuit to 
the information holding circuit (see abstract - rewrites). 

7. As per claims 4, 12, and 16, the device further comprising a mirror-ring 
information holding circuit configured by connecting the information holding circuit in a 
mirror-ring form, wherein the correction process is a process in which information is 
mutually transferred between the information holding circuit and the mirror-ring 
information holding circuit to make information held in the information holding circuit 
coincident with information held in the mirror-ring information holding circuit (see 
abstract - mirror) 
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8. As per claims 5, 13, and 17, Nakano teaches the device further comprising an IP 
macro which uses information held in the information holding circuit, and a status 
information generating circuit which generates status information indicating the status of 
the IP macro, wherein the correction process execution circuit suspends a system 
containing the IP macro when the IP macro is set in a non-active status and resets the 
system containing the IP macro when the IP macro is set in an active status (see 
abstract). 

9. As per claim 6, Nakano teaches the device wherein the information output circuit 
includes an expected value information generating circuit which generates expected 
value information and the expected value information generating circuit compresses 
information programmed in the programmable circuit to generate expected value 
information when the programmed information is held in the information holding circuit 
(see abstract). 

10. As per claims 7, Nakano teaches the device wherein the compression process is 
an accumulation addition process (see abstract). 

11. As per claim 19, Nakano teaches the device wherein the compressing process is 
and accumulative addition process (see abstract - check sum). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven D. Radosevich whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2745. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert Decady can be reached on 571-272-3819. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 0)0-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




